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eats, and cursed by the servants, whose dinner _ is delayed by his prolonging their master's entertainment     It is wonderful that men guilty this way could never  have   observed   that  the   whiling  time,   and gathering together, and waiting a little before dinner, is the most awkwardly passed away of any part in the four and twenty hours.    If they did think at all, they would reflect upon their guilt in lengthening such a suspension of agreeable life.    The constant of ending this way has, in a degree, an effect upon the honesty of his mind who is guilty of it, as common swearing is a kind of habitual perjury.    It makes the soul inattentive to what an oath is, even while it utters it at the lips.    Phocion beholding a wordy orator while he was making a magnificent speech to the people full of vain promises, ' Methinks ', said he, * I am now fixing my eyes upon a cypress tree; it has all the pomp and beauty imaginable in its branches, leaves, and height, but alas it bears no fruit.J
Though the expectation which is raised by impertinent promises is thus barren, their confidence, even after failures, is so great that they subsist by still promising on.    I have heretofore discoursed of the insignificant liar, the boaster, and the castle-builder 1, and treated them as no ill-designing men  (though they are to be placed among the frivolously false ones), but persons who fall into that way purely to recommend themselves by their vivacities; but indeed I cannot let heedless promisers, though in the most minute circumstances, pass with so slight a censure. If a man should take a resolution to pay only sums above an hundred pounds, and yet contract with different people debts of five and ten, how long can we suppose he will keep his credit?   This man will as long support his good name in business, as he will in conversation who without difficulty makes  assignations which he is indifferent whether he keeps or not I am the more severe upon this vice, because f
1 Nos. 136,167.